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Fie RAILWAY TO MARDALAY, UNTIL, THE FLANKING 
VAPANESE STRUCK AT LASHIO AND CLIY THE 
BURMA ROAD. 
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ING, LUSTIEY, CHARLIE LURCHED UPTO 
CAPTAIN AND THRUST HIS CATCH 
HIS NOSE. CAPTAIN WINCHESTER 
AMUSED. Ps - 
YOU'LL 
BERMAN 
ve MY SON? 


SERGEANT, 
GET THIS MAN 
‘OUT OF MY SIGHT! 
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KEEP IT QUIET, 
( CHARLIE, YOUGLO 
‘SOAK. 








LIE HAD BEEN MASTER OF AN OCEAN- GOING VESSEL — TILL HE RAN HER 
HE EKED OUT A CHINDWIN. JRO _ 
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HAD, WAS IT PITY —OR DID THE 
ELYING TOUGHNESS BENEATH THE 








“STOW IT.CHARUIE/ 
WHEN YOU'VE SLEPT 
AG, DO ME 























Last Ditch _ 








b 
Pran) 
Esch 








APTAIN, WINCHESTER HAD NO THOUGHT FOR 
Ly ADVANCING JAPANESE AS HE 
‘ON HIS PRIVATE WAR WITH CHINOWHu 
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ROUGH THE LONG HOURS OF DARKNESS, THE JAP BUTE UP WENT 
Lint eee Sip ASSASINS CRAM MOVED SILENTLY INTO POSITION. 
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ThE PEACEFUL DAWN WAS SHATIERED BY THE CHATTER OF, WOODPECKER: MACHINE: 
GuNe AND THE SHRILL YELLS OF THE JAPS. RED TRACER BULLETS STREAKED LOW 
ACROSS THE WATER. — 
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TNID SMOKING BREECHES. BREFCH-BIOGS 
SHiD? HOWPLERS ROARED DERIANCE AT THE ENEMY. 
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MORE OF THE LITLE 
‘YELLOW RATS / 
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ELOADED_AND FIRED AGAIN. ACRID SMOKE 
REATHED AROUND THE SNARLING HOWITZERS. ASOVE THE DEAFENING BLAST, THE 
Woiee OF SERGEANT HUGHES BOOMED EN COUACEEN aaa 
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[CAPTAIN WINCHESTER FELT HIS WORLD. 
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RLIE’S ONLY LOVE, THE CH/NDWINV MAID, WAS AN 
STTOMED AND CAPABLE OF SIX KNOTS AGAINST THE. 
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SHARE COUNTED THE SERGEANT HIG ONLY FRIEND... THE LIEUTENANT SENSED THAT) 4 
ie WAY TO SHIFT THE RELUCTANT SKIPPER . 
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SUTERED OLD RIVER-GOAT HAD To BE MADE READY—AND TIME 
fealty sont Wey THe IA Wine BOR f 
INCREASED THeIre DANGE! INE IN VER CM NEES. 
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ID INTO MIDSTREAM, JAP ARTILLERY OPENED FIRE FROM THI 
AROSE SHELLS’ SHRIEKED OVERHEAD... A HUGE WATER-SPOUT| 
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Chapter 2. Escape Route 
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BUT EVEN AS, THE GERGEANT WENT FORTARD. 
CHARLIE SMACKED. DRY LPS... AND REACHED 
BOW 'INTOTTHE WeLL Or THE BOAT FORA 
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Ne WHEEL. EVES GLAZED, He 
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GREEN CLAD JAP PATROL GNEAKED OUT OF THE JUNGLE AND WW 
BEESWY WareRe OP THE CHINDWIN, SWERTUY. THEY CROSSED 
are UO ek UNGUSPECTING prev.” Cory 
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IE HURLED HIMSELF HEADLONG FORTHE | 
BREN, TURNING THe MUZZIE ON THE MEN 
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IT'S Too Risky 
TO PUSH ON INTHE 
DARK, SIR. | DON'T 
KNOW THE FIVER LiKe 
. WE"LL HAVE 
TOWAIT FOR 
SUNRISE — 
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WHEN CHARLIE FINALLY ROUSED, 
A STEAM-HAMMER POUNDED IN 
His SRAIN-AND SPLINTERS OF 
IGHT STABBED AT HIS EYE-BALLS. 
THE CAPTAIN WAS READY FOR Hi 





LISTEN TO ME/ I'VE THROWN, 
EVERY BOTTLE OVER THE SIDE... 
B | WANT.NO MORE TROUBLE FROM 
YOU. BY GAD, IF YOU WERE AN 
"ARMY MAN, PD HAVE YOU COURT- 
MARTIALLED FOR GROSS 
'DERELIC TION OF DUTY/ 
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CHANCE. 
| BELIEVE WERE 


‘CLOSE TO MONYWA, 
SIR. THE NORTHBOUND. 
Railway Goes THROUGH 
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CAPTAIN WINCHESTER CURTIY OVERRULED 
His LIEUTENANT... AND 60, AT FIRST LIGHT, 
THE CHINDW/N MA/D FORGED  UPRIVEr® ‘ON 
HER PERILOUS JOURNEY NOR - 
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BOB OYCE YANKED THE SAFI 
PIN FROM A GRENADE 
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S THE GUNS OF MONYWA DROPPED AWAY BEHIND 
THE OLD _RIVER-BOAT, CAPTAIN WINCHESTER WAS 
FEELING PLEASED WITH HIMSELF. HE CONSIDERED. 


HIS DECISION VINDICATED. 
ry a 
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= DIDNOT REPLY. HE FOCUSED His 





WHEN HE FINALLY LOWERED THE 
| GUASSES, HE TURNED TO LOOK AT 
IS CAPTAIN WITH A STEADY, 
INWAVERING GAZE. Fis VOICE 
HEED A NOTE OF RAW BITTERNESS, 
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THE CAPTAIN FLUSHED UNEASILY. 

PERHAPS HIS CONSCIENCE BOTHER! 
HIM FOR 4 MO} 


ED 
MENT, BUT HE QUICKLY! 
REGAINED CONFIDENCE AND SPOKE 
REASSURINGLY.. 











WEUTENANT B08 DYCE STARED ARTER His. 


"A TR SEED Gr COURT WAS is 
GROWING INHIS MIND. on re I i 
SURELY THE CAPTAIN 
DIDN®T REFUSE TO ATTACK 
(5 7D SAVE AS OWN. 
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ENGINE POUNDING MONOTONOUSLY, 
SHE CHINDW/V MAD PLOUGHED 
EDI THROUGH THE DANK, 















PLL BEGLAD TO. 
SEE THE LAST OF THIS 
ANO TH) 







Good 
"AND LIVE, DECENTLY 
AGAIN? 





IBOB_DYCE WAS THINKING OF THE MEN 
ATTEMPTING THE JOURNEY ON FOOT. ..| 
BUT THE CAPTAIN DID. NOT SEEN TO" 
NOTICE THE SHARPNESS IN HIS VOICE. | 





WE'RE LUCKY TO GET. 


( FRESH FISH, THINIKOF THE 
| MEN FOOTSLOGGING IT 
‘THROUGH THE BUSH - 
WE'VE GOT IT EASY! 
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REACTING INSTINCTIVELY] 
(PPED OUT A COMMAND. 





Last Ditch 8 











PED AGAIN. FLAMING TRACER CRISS- 
Gao e TIE AIR. THE SERGEANTS. BULLETS SLAMMED HOME AND A 
TONGUE OF FLAME, tieKeD ‘OUT FROM THE ZERO'S TAIL. j— 
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BY THE TIME LIEUTENAI 
BURST OUT OF THE 
ACTION WAS ALREADY OVER, 
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NEW DELHI. WHILI 
PURSUED HER COURSE UP. 
THE WINDING RIVER. aN "7 
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CHARLIEP | 
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UNKNOWN TO THOSE ABOARD THE RIVER-BOAT. 
A GREATER THREAT THAN THE WET MONSOON 
LAY IN WAIT FOR THEM. ON A TINY ISLET IN 
THE CHINDWIN... E " 




















THE PRISONER _REFUSED TO SPEAK..- AND, AT THAT 
MOMENT, THE RADIO FLASHED AN URGENT SIGNAL. 
SCQWLING, THE JAPANESE COMMANDER ANSWEREO 





SMAN 
VESSEL. PREPARE 
Sy THE MORTAR? 4 
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THE LOYAL BURMESE WAS TIED 10 A TREE AND FORGOTTEN. 
AS THE JAPS SET UP THEIR THREE-INCH MORTAR. 


EASY. 
HATED. 
BRITISH! 





SHELL FELL SHORT. | 
UNTAIN- AND 
Or 
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DROWNED BY MUDDY RIVER-WATER, fame V 
THE MAD, CLOSE és 
WLED AN ANGRY [lan Smo 
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THE BURMESE PRISONER SEIZED HIS] [AS THE SLIM BROWN BODY 

CHANCE, THE TREE TO WHICH HE WAS| |KNIFED THROUGH TI 

TIED TOPPLED FROM THE BLAST, OF 
OKE FREE AND 
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SMILING IRMESE CLIMBED ABOARD THE BOAT. 
cAPTAL 
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ATTERING OF THE LOCAL. [Cx 
(CHED AN’ UNDERSTANDING | C= 

! f 


ST 
ra 














Last Ditch 
CAPTAIN WINCHESTER WAS NOT 
INTERESTED. HE SEEMED NERVOUS. HIS 
WORDS SNAPPED OUT ~ RAW AND 
IMPATIENT... [71 MPOSSIBLE / MY DUTY 15. 
TOGET TO IMPHAL WITH THE 
LEAST DELAY, AND WE 
SN TAKE THE WORD 


A NATIVE ~ TT MAY Wett| 
BE A JAPANESE TRICK! 
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[THINK We OUGHT 

WANT BRITISH Abana USED 

AGAINST BRITISH TROOPS. YOU 

KNOW HOW THE vas work — 

REWING ON GRABBING SUPPLIES 
MS THEY ADVANCE. 
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THE CAPTAIN LOOKED BITTERHIS VOICE ff 
HELD A RISING NOTE OF HYSTERIA. CHARLIE} 
TURNED FURIOUSLY ON HIM. [1 


NO ,DycE. 
VANTiLow)| 





‘THAT Gives Mz A SAY 
INTHE MATTER / THE 
LIEUTENANT’s MADE 
HIMSELF CLEAR HOw,’ 
ABOUT YOU, SARGE? 
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‘BUT SERGEANT HUGHES COULD NOT LOOK] 
DIRECTLY INTO THE CAPTAIN®S EYES. 
PERHAPS HE WAS AFRAID OF WHAT HE 
MIGHT SEE THERE. 








CAPTAIN WINCHESTER GLARED WILDLY] 
ROUND AND HIS FEAR WAS A NAKED 
THING , CLEAR FOR ALLTO SEt 





Last_Ditch 53 
SHWRS 4 AFEW MILES SOUTH OF KALEWA, ‘3 i 





Is CAPTAIN 
CHESTER. THE” ores NSiscUseeD n 
PERILOUS VENTURE. 

















STRANGELY IT WAS CHINDWIN, CHARLIE, WHO AUTOMATICALLY ASSUMED COMMAND ] 
E SMALL FORCE. GUT HE WAS A CHANGED MAN FROM THE DRUNKE! 
Deseuict WHO HAD LEFT MYINGY, 
Lucky | KEEP 
(ONE OF THE MACHETES, 
ABOARD. RECKON WE'LL 
ED IT WHERE WE'RE 
‘GOING. YOU LEAD, 
AH-SONG/ 


Leys Be 
OVING, 
“SHARUE, 








LIEUTENANT DYCE WAS STILL DAZED By His CAPTAIN'S COWARD 


AND IT 
GHINDWIN, CHARLIE, THE MAN HE HAD BEEN TAUGHT TO DESPISE, THAT HE 
IRNED FOR LEAD! — 
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THAT REL TREK TUR QUGH, WILD, NEAR IMPENETRABLE JUNGLE WAS AN, 
EXPERIEN: IE OF THAT SMALL EVER FORGET — OR WISH TO 

THEY HACKED A PATH OUT OF Tanste ce CREEPERS AND 
BENS UNDERGROWTH 





THEY CROSSED SEVERAL CHAUNGS — NARROW CR 


SMELLING “SGUM, LEECHES CLUNG TO THEIR GARE FLE 
ARTS. 3 


Cr 


HOW MUCH MOR! 
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AT LAST, AH~' SQNe, ED THE INTOA GEARING IN INI THE See, WHERE A 
AOSET WESSHCASS URBER A Mane Dnt GRave 


OF SOME OREM SOLDIER 
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THEY, DUG DEEP, THERE WAS NO BODY BURIED UNDER THE CROSS BUT AN 








Rie? HAVERSACK. THE POG AND OPENED 
SN" 
SY Ws 


THIS 1S THE STUFF, 
INN \ SS 


CHARGES, Di 
Sans INSTANTANEOUS FUS! 
WE'RE IN BUSINESS 1 
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WITH ROPES: ner ‘SET OFF 
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ILENTLY, SERGEANT HUGHES AND AH-SONG CRAWLED 
SUDDEN ‘He WAT HiGit cnade tSWaROS te Uae 


Ag SILENTLY AS THE JUNGLE ANIMALS) 
IEMSELVES THEY CREPT UP ON 
REY VAS: —— 
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TT_WAS DONE SWIFTLY BUT SURELY. 
ANT IRRIED FORW/ 


JAPS. 
COMING / 

BETTER HURRY, 
LIEUTENANT / 





BULLETS WERE LASHING THE GROUND) 
THEM AS, n 


CHINDWIN Ci 
‘Swut 
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WHILE LEAD RICOCHETED AROUND HIS HEAD. 
LIEUTENANT DYCE COOLLY FINISHED LAYING| 
THE CABLE AND LIT THE FUSE. WITHERING 
FIRE FROM “THE SERGEANT’S BREN HAD 
CHECKED THE FIRGT WAVE OF CHARGING 





LOT GOES “uP, 

ITWON'T BE 

HEALTHY ROUND, 
HERE/ 
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JHE FUSE SPLUTTERED INTOLIFE AND| [SERGEANT HUGHES THREW HIMSELE 

THEY RACED ACROSS THE BULLET— BOWN IN THE UNDERGROWTH BESIDE 

TORN GROUND FOR THE COVER OF THE LIEUTENANT — AND ONLY THEN 

THe VUNGLE, BULLETS GROPED AFTER] |REALISED CHARLIE WAS NOT WITH 

THEM. A LAST BURST OF MACHINE- 
> FIRE “CRASHED OUT. 











Last Ditch 





THE AMMUNITION DUMP EXPLODED WITH A VIOLENCE 
THAT ROCKED “THE GROUND FOR MILES AROUND. 

THE JUNGLE BENT UNDER AST OF THE 
SHOCK WAVE 


ee 
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AS THE OUST SETTLED, SERGEANT HUGHES AND LIEUTENANT DYCE 
LOOKED AT EACH OTHER IN HUSHED SILENCE. BOB DYCE'S WORDS: 
WERE CHOKED. 
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TREKKED BACK ALONG THE TANGLED TRAILS: 
IN MAID. PEER 
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ABOARD THE MA/D, CAPTAY TER REGARDED THEM COLDLY, 
ARREST ceed to NOTICE THAT GHINOWN CHARLIE HAD NGT RETURNED 


WE MUST GET QUT OF 
HERE IMMEDIATELY / 
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WITHOUT ANSWERING. LIEUTENANT DYCE STARTED THE ENGINE, 
HE TOOK THE BATTERED OLD RIVER-BOAT UPSTREAM...AND, |. 
A FEW HOURS LATER, BERTHED AT KALEWA. 
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HURRY, : 
LIEUTENANT/ 
WE MUST REPOR?’ 

















THE UEGTENANT AND THE SERGEANT IENORED HIM, 
FES RAD One LAST HE 90 Senronta, oMeTuING 
Tay S05 SEX-o6e CHinDWiN cuaRLle WOULD 
HAE EXPECT OF THEM. — 
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THE SEA-COCKS OPENED... MUDDY WATER 
POURED IN... AND THE CH/MOWIN (14/0. 
FOUND HER’ FINAL RESTING PLACE . SHE 
NESTLED DOWN INTO THE WATERS OF THE 
RIVER SHE HAD NAVIGATED $0 FAITHFULLY. 
FO REST IN PEACE. 












THERE SHE LAY, A MEMORIAL TO THE MAN WHO) 
SAILED HER, THE ONLY MEMORIAL... EXCEPT 
FOR THE MEMORIES OF TWO MEN WHO WOUL! 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION... DRAMA.. 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No, 137.-COTTONWOOL. No, 139.-RAW COURAGE 
COMMANDOS 


Cottnnwgo! 
j ong 


In battle, he was with them in spirit— They failed to make him a soldier—yet 
a grizzled guardian angel with afoghorn in courage he was second to none ! 
voice. 
ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 

No. 138.—DUFFY’S KINGDOM 
Next month's FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
April 2nd, are : 
No. 140.THE DEAD KEEP FAITH No. 142.THE SCENT OF 


ANGER 
No. I41.THE BLACK ACE 





D, 
No. 143.THE TALL SHADOWS. 
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